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were talking about bushfire assessments, and my father ended
up doing some volunteer work with the Building Commission
who were running free bushfire attack level assessments for
people affected by the fires and 1 went along with him. There
were basically two methods for doing site assessments —a
simple one and a complicated one.

In the Australian Standards (AS3959 Building in Bushiire
Prone Areas), the detailed calculation method is known as
the Appendix B method, and it's basically around 11 pages of
calculations you have to wade through. | really couldn't figure
it out, so | contacted Justin Leonard in order to try to figure out
how to do it, and he suggested the possibility of studying this
; ‘§ area as a research project.
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house and the surrounding vegetation, the type of vegetation, R
the slope of the'land, and it will calculate the results for radiant
heat and the corresponding Bushfire Attack Levels. To geta
building permit, you need to have this assessment done, so
my hope is that this automated calculator will help people with
the rebuilding process following Black Saturday, whether that
means building surveyors, community members or people in
the fire industry. f‘
The whole experience has definitely expanded my i
knowledge of bushfires, and how the environment effects the
characteristics of bushfires. It's definitely improved my Excel
skills, and has given me an appreciation for fire science and
raised the possibility of working in that field.”
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